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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The ABCF is saddened for the loss of our mentor, founder and friend John
T. Connolly. John was a champion for Boxer health, his love and devotion
to the breed created a Great Legacy. The American Boxer Charitable
foundation, and all Boxer lovers are grateful to John’s pursuance of a
foundation that would give back to his beloved breed. We will miss John.

The Foundation is striving for Great things in the research community.
Cancer research, along with DM, and Cardiac is our primary focus. This
year we will once again engage in funding these grants, with emphasis on
Hemangiosarcoma. The AKC has initiated matching funds for up to
$250,000 through CHF towards funding Hemangiosarcoma research. ABCF
will join this venture and use your monies for valuable research.

May 2018 Fundraiser was another successful event, we raised monies in
excess of $50,000. | wish to thank all of you that attended the
Dinner/Auction, without you the success of this event would not be
possible. Thank you to the Obedience and Agility folks, who generated
additional income with their individual raffles. Our gratitude to the ABC,
Top Twenty and Joyce B Brown for their generous donations. A heartfelt
thank you to the many volunteers, you, are the Best.!!

May 2019 Auction chair is Tina Truesdale. Tina will organize the fundraiser
along with Bev Wilson, Doreen O’Connor, and Francesca llluzi. Please refer
to these ladies for any additional information. Further detail on the
auction will be posted on the ABCF website. If you wish to volunteer, we
welcome your participation.

Respectfully,

Bill Truesdale
President ABCF
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In the research update you will see a request from the Shine On Study for more boxers
) to participate in this research study and an updated from the researchers. Since |
recently participated with my two nine-year-old littermates | thought | would share my

S A experience.

JHehide)g | signed up online, a few weeks later Mitzi from University of Minnesota contacted me

From the
and asked if | was still interested in participating and offered me several open dates to send blood. My vets’
office has a super handy smart phone app so | went to the app and requested an appointment for a blood

draw. As soon as my vets office confirmed the appointment | contacted Mitzi and
confirmed the date.

The University of MN shipped everything to the vet’s office along with postage paid
return boxes and materials. All | had to do was show up for the appointment, get some
blood drawn and pay for the draw. A few weeks later my vet called back with the
results. My two dogs did not have the marker this study is researching and were
deemed no recheck required. Easy Peasy and hopefully we have helped the breed beat
this disease!

Rebecca Gilchrist Celia at her appointment

g After a bout of pancreatitis Celia is now low-fat. | recently
. g - adapted one of my go to recipes to be lower fat and it
turned out great!

&) +
@ ReClpeS 1 Cup cornmeal
;\-~—-/‘ 6 T applesauce (or oil if not low fat)

S

2 cup wheat Flour
V) 1 cup broth or water

N”’

&) Mix together and roll out dough. Cut into shapes and bake
(\“o for 20-30 minutes at 350.
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CONGRATS to ABCF for being awarded the Distinguished Research
Partner Award for 2018 by the AKC Canine Health Foundation!!

The Distinguished Research Partner Award is given annually to clubs or

organizations for their ongoing and outstanding commitment to support
canine health research.

The award will be given in a ceremony December 13,2018 as part of the
Canines and Cocktails Gala held in conjunction with the AKC National
Championship Dog Shows in Orlando, Florida.
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MORE BOXERS NEEDED FOR SHINE ON PHASE 3 STUDY!
HELP
WANTED

el

Must be an AKC-registered or pedigreed Golden Retriever, Portuguese Water Dog, or Boxer.
Dogs must be at least 6 years old and in good general health

Owners must agree to submit blood samples for re-testing according to the study guidelines
Dog/Owner must live in the contiguous 48 states

Shine On Phase 3 - Early Detection and Prevention of Hemangiosarcoma
Phase 3 of the study is to determine if a test looking for specific cells in the blood can
be used to detect hemangiosarcoma in its earliest stages, before a tumor has formed.

Dogs that have positive test results, and that do not have a detectable tumor, will have the option to receive
the experimental drug, eBAT, to determine the drug's potential to prevent progression of disease.

Due to an overwhelming response and to the number of samples we can currently process in one
week, responding to eligible participants will take longer than we anticipated.
Be assured that eligible participants' forms will be added to our list, and we will respond as quickly as time
and space allow.

To enroll go to the sign-up form at: https://tinyurl.com/yaqgzrmk
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Veterinary Medicine

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

Looking for
Boxer Dogs

Cancer in Boxers: Genetic and Environmental Risk Factors

The Study

Boxer dogs have a high risk of lymphoma,
a cancer of white blood cells. Lymphoma
appears to be caused by 2 combination of
genetic factors and environmental
chemicals. Cancer-causing chemicals can
be neutralized by specialized enzymes,
called GSTs (glutathione-S-transferases).
In humans, defective GST genes lead to an
increased risk of lymphoma and other
cancers. This study will determine whether
defective canine GST genes, along with
commeon household exposures, are risk
factors in boxers with lymphoma.

Who Qualifies

Any purebred boxer with a diagnosis

of lymphoma (lymphosarcoma), with
cytology or biopsy confirmation. Dogs
have any stage of lymphoma and on any

type of treatment. We are only recruiting

dogs from North America at this time

What Happens

We ask you to complete a consent form
and a questionnzire about your boxer's
home environment. We send a kit so you
can swab the inside of your dog’s cheek to
obtzin a2 saliva sample, which we will use to
obtain DNA,

Why Participate

We want to better understand the
causes of lymphoma and other
cancers in boxers. Our overall goal
is to provide better cancer
prevention and monitoring
strategies for boxer dogs.

More information

If you are interested in participating in
this study, please contact:

Lauren Trepanier DVM, PhD, from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison
lauren.trepanier@wisc.edu

Thank you for taking the time to read
about our study!

N
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Canine DNA sequence

PO Box 8667 » Spokane, WA 99203 ¢ Phone (509) 998-6122 e www.abcfoundation.org

Page 5 of 19


http://www.abcfoundation.org/

ABCF MESSENGER

Official Newsletter of the American Boxer Charitable Foundation

Research Updates- Your ABCF Dollars at work!

Update on Identification of Biomarkers and Therapeutic Targets for Canine Degenerative
Myelopathy: The Search for A Cure - 7/16/18

By Joan Coates, DVM University of Missouri, Columbia

Degenerative myelopathy (DM) is an adult onset disease of the spinal cord causing progressive weakness and
paralysis of the hind limbs and eventually all limbs. Mutations in an enzyme that protects the spinal cord from
oxidative stress are linked to DM and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS Lou Gehrig’s disease). DM is
associated with degenerative loss of axons, which transmit signals from the brain and spinal cord to their
targets (muscle).

Monitoring the progression of disease is critical for development of effective therapies, but currently no
diagnostic test exists that would allow for repeated measurements with minimal invasiveness. We have
developed a test that would assay the blood and cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) for proteins exclusively found in
axons under non-disease conditions, referred to as neurofilament proteins. Preliminary data suggest that of 5
neurofilament proteins in CSF is a diagnostic marker for DM but we need to establish specificity data to
distinguish between other central axonopathies. We have shown that neurofilament proteins in CSF remain
elevated through all 4-disease stages. We will measure neurofilament proteins in CSF and serum to measure
the success of therapy in a cohort of DM-affected dogs (funded by NIH/NINDS).

We are complementing the test for neurofilament proteins with other studies that measure disease
progression such as specific MRI techniques to evaluate the brain and spinal cord and electrical testing of the
muscle and nerves. These functional disease markers used in ALS patients. We continue to collect preliminary
data from DM affected dogs using magnetic resonance spectroscopy and diffusion tensor imaging to evaluate
for difference in metabolites in the brain. After evaluation of more dogs, these preliminary data suggest a
significant difference in some of the metabolites and in diffusion tensor imaging between DM-affected and
normal dogs. The observed differences were independent of age, sampling area and sample time point. We
are in the process of recruiting cases to continue to evaluate longitudinal study of disease measures and
treatment efficacy of an antisense oligonucleotide therapy.
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Research Updates- Your ABCF Dollars at work!

A Novel Approach for Prevention of Canine Hermangiosarcoma -8/28/18

By Jaime Modiano, VMD, PhD, University of Minnesota

During the 30 months that the project has been active, we have made substantial progress
toward our objectives, and from the experience we have gained, we have made some
adjustments to the experimental set-up. The project goals have not been modified.

Specifically:

1. As of August 20, 2018, we had tested the parameters of the detection test on 74 dogs that had
diagnoses of hemangiosarcoma, non-malignant spleen masses, other tumors, or no apparent illness.

2. We updated and refined the criteria and the algorithms to identify hemangiosarcoma cells in
circulation, and to use this as a test for early detection of hemangiosarcoma for dogs at risk. We have
observed cells that have the predicted “hemangiosarcoma progenitor” markers in dogs with other
conditions (other tumors such as melanoma, osteosarcoma, and possibly dogs with benign splenic
hematomas). So, we have included additional markers to increase confidence in progenitors. Even if
they do not, their presence seems to be infrequent in healthy dogs from a low-risk population, so we
anticipate positive tests will be informative. If the cells of interest are associated with other tumors, it
would mean that the test could be deployed more widely, and particularly for other tumors that we
expect would be equally responsive to eBAT prevention.

3. We opened Shine On phase-3 on January 2, 2018. As of August 20, 2018, we had enrolled 78 healthy
dogs (Golden Retrievers, Boxers, and Portuguese Water Dogs).

Even though we have not completed recruitment to establish sensitivity and specificity for the blood test, we
have concluded from our data that the best way to determine if we can use this method to identify dogs with
a high probability to eventually develop hemangiosarcoma, is to examine samples from dogs that are
presumed to have “moderate risk” (based on age and breed) prospectively, and to follow these dogs through
an extended period of time to determine if they eventually develop the disease. To our knowledge, this is the
first time this type of bold experiment will have been done in dogs, and we believe the results will be more
definitive than what we would obtain by further “tweaking” the assay in the phase-1 and phase-2 design.

By implementing secondary safeguards (additional markers to define “circulating hemangiosarcoma
progenitor cells”), we believe that we will be able to protect against false positive results. As part of the
modifications to the study, we have been more emphatic in our communication with potential enrollees that,
like every clinical trial, Shine On phase-3 is an experiment. Our institutional and programmatic philosophy is to
make sure pet owners understand that clinical trials, regardless of their nature, do not have guaranteed
benefits, and so, specifically for Shine On, the study website, the enroliment form, the FAQs, and the study
reports all include the following statement: “The Shine On study is not intended as a diagnostic for disease. It
is an experiment to determine whether the blood test can be used as a tool for early detection of
hemangiosarcoma. At this point, we do not know if a negative test result means the dog does not have, or will
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never get, hemangiosarcoma. We also do not know if a positive test result means that a dog will definitely get
hemangiosarcoma. The study is designed to answer some of these questions.”

We have added a new parameter to the assay, using a human adenovirus that is “crippled” so it cannot
replicate and cause disease, but it can still infect the putative hemangiosarcoma progenitor cells in the blood,
but not normal while blood cells. We will continue developing this new parameter to further enhance the
potential sensitivity and specificity of the early detection test.

Managing Shine On wholistically, and evaluating all the data in aggregate, will provide more robust data than
if we were to parcel out the results by phase. This was not something we could have easily predicted in
foresight, but it is clear in hindsight. In other words, since interim analyses are fraught with risk, we have
decided to avoid strong conclusions from incomplete data. We will, of course, conduct a complete and
thorough analysis of all the data once all the samples are collected and processed through the assays, and the
results, whether positive or negative, will be reported to the AKC CHF and through them to the foundations
that have supported the study. We also intend to publish the data in the peer reviewed literature. Regardless
of the final result, there is significant innovation in this trial that will be of interest to the biomedical and
translational communities. We are excited to document that large-scale trials for early cancer detection are
feasible in companion dogs.
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IN MEMORY OF

John Teviance Connolly
w A %

Huly 6, 1927 . August 16, 2015
Pr— =

A Tribute to ABCF Founding Member John Terrance Connolly by Sharon Fosseen

August 16, 2018 was a sad day for those of us who knew, respected and loved John Terrence Connolly. At 88,
he was taken from us by Parkinson Disease which was the one thing that he finally could not beat. John was
known to all of us as “Mr. Boxer” but he was truly a man for all seasons and a man for all jobs. From his time in
the service of his country in WWII, to his serving in Dearborn and Gibraltar, M, to his passion and love of
serving the breed he loved, he always did his best to be fair, kind and honest.

Before the Boxer breed really knew him, John had lived a life far from dog shows---a far different life. Bornin
Pana, IL, as a toddler his family moved to Michigan and he graduated from Dearborn High School in 1945.
After graduation, he served in WWII, first as a Merchant Marine and then in the Army. He was stationed in
Italy and told about how as a very young private he got out of his vehicle and bullets whizzed over his helmet
as he dove behind rocks, scared to death. He got smart fast and traded his rifle for a basketball and played on
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a very competitive and successful traveling Army basketball team which was far less stressful with no bullets
to dodge. (John’s funeral concluded under blue skies outside the church with the sound of Taps being played, a
full honor guard, the folding of the flag which was then handed to his loving wife Marlene as bagpipes played
on a knoll. It was beautiful, majestic, poignant, and meaningful and he would have loved it.)

He returned home in 1948 and decided to try police work beginning his 37-year career with the Dearborn
Police Department. He was a career policeman who started walking the beat in 1949. Later, as a Corporal, he
ran Dearborn's first Police Dog Service program and worked his way up to Chief of Police. In law enforcement
John had a reputation for conducting himself with honesty, integrity and kindness.

He loved challenges and found a way to beat them often with a ready smile and blue eyes twinkling...and deep
dimples at the ready. Once when an attorney working for the Mafia came to his office and threatened him
telling him to have his officers stop shooting at his “guys or else.” John worked a deal with this smarmy fellow
by saying “I'll have my guys quit shooting at your guys when you have your guys stop stealing our cars!” It
worked. John received many commendations for exemplary service including a letter from the late FBI Chief J.
Edgar Hoover for his part in apprehending some bank robbers. He loved police work.

In 1986, he retired from Dearborn and took a position as Public Safety Director in Gibraltar, Ml, placing him in
charge of The Gibraltar Police and Public Works Departments. He also served as a City Councilman before
retiring in 2000.

While in Dearborn, he fell in love with Boxer dogs. He and his wife Carole had many dogs and along the way
John became a top handler and loved to compete with Jane Forsythe. He also became very active in the
American Boxer Club. With his attributes, it came as no surprise that he rose to the top of the Boxer world in
short order, serving three terms as President and receiving an honorary Vice President Board position. John
was honored with every award the American Boxer Club had and, some were created simply to honor this
remarkable man. He was involved in judge’s education and interpretation of the Standard for the past four
decades in one way or another and has also been on the board of the American Dog Show Judges Assn. was a
mentor to at least two generations of breeders, exhibitors and judges. In turn, he was instrumental in creating
the American Boxer Top Twenty competition which is now called the greatest and most elegant in the nation.

Even with all of this success in the ABC, his most lasting legacy was being a Founder of the American Boxer
Charitable Foundation. He stated “we take so much from these wonderful Boxers but it is time to give

back.” He then got his wife Carole to serve as Treasurer and Dr. Bob Conrad and Bruce and Jeanne Korson to
join him to form the ABCF. The Foundation is an all-volunteer non-profit with the sole mission of raising
money to address the health issues facing the breed. To date, it has raised more for health research than any
breed in the nation, providing more than $1.57 million in research dollars. In addition, one of the studies has
proven helpful to ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease) and the researchers are working hand in hand with each other--
Boxer and human researchers.
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After the death of his wife Carole, a mutual friend invited him to come to west to relax and get away. It was
there he was introduced to Marlene Geraghty from Spokane. After a long-distance courtship, John then
moved to Spokane, married Marlene and they had 15 wonderful years together. John is dearly missed by
Marlene, her 4 daughters, their spouses and grandchildren. He loved them all, and they him, as if they were
his own. He finally got the huge, loving family he had always wanted and he was treasured by all of them.

We thank him for all he did to give back to the breed he so loved and for creating the ABCF. The list of many of
John’s accomplishments and accolades will never be able to describe what John meant to those of us that
loved him. May he rest in peace....he is missed.

He and his family asked that memorials be designated in his name to the ABCF PO Box 8667 Spokane, WA
99203
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Memories of John (Thanks to Tami Mishler of “In the Know” for the Tributes)

| have been thinking of what one would say about John. He was just Mr. Boxer for so long. He guided this Club
(American Boxer Club) through many years of turmoil, always keeping in mind what was best for all concerned.
And you know what. John always got the joke. He loved life, his darling Marlene and his boxer breed.

Salli Moore Kottas, President American Boxer

John and | go back to our handling days in the 1950’s and 1960’s, with some wonderful dogs and wonderful
memories. John was always a good sport and a good friend. When | was handling back in those days, | always
enjoyed going to PA, MlI, OH, IN shows because | knew John would be around and enjoyed seeing him, and what
he was competing with. | always thought we were on the same page with Boxers and felt we liked the same type.
He was always a competitor — neither one of us minded losing to each other because we were always friends at
the end of the day. | enjoyed John’s knowledge and friendship. The Boxer community has lost a dear friend and a
loyal supporter. | will miss John; though | haven’t seen him recently, | will miss knowing he is there. John, till we
meet again.......

Joseph E Gregory

David and | first met John at Westchester KC in Sept. of 1971. Ted Fickes suggested we show him our 13-mo.
youngster Minstrel Boy, and so we did. John took Casey's leash, gaited him about 20 feet, turned to us with his
memorable smile, and said "He'll do." That began our friendship that lasted over 40 years. Always happy to advise
but never preach, John was a true valued mentor. First as a breeder, then later as a handler and judge, he was an
unyielding advocate for breed type and temperament, and no one knew Boxers better. As a handler we always
trusted that the dogs came first--in the days before RVs he had 2 sets of crates, and the dogs always slept in the
motel room with him. They were never left alone in the van.

John guided ABC as President with a firm hand and a kind heart. Dealing with whatever the dramas there were at
the time, he had a knack for making peace work. John's passing truly marks the end of an era in the entire Boxer
world. Hopefully, he is swapping stories with Ted at some heavenly ringside.

Stephanie Abraham

For me to say | was born into the dog world is just that. From the day | was brought home my parents put me
between two of our Boxers, and the rest is history. The first time | met John | was three months old. He’d come to
my parents’ home to grade a litter of Boxer puppies. My mother was giving me a bath in the kitchen sink, my
father and John were stacking Boxer pups on the kitchen table. John knew me my whole life.

As | grew, my love for the Boxer grew and the love to handle also grew. John would work with me at local shows,
and my father would take me to see John and he would give me lessons. How many of you remember the term
“head up” — always get the head up! | never thought | would miss hearing that, but | do. To show to this man was
the greatest and he always made me try harder and push myself even further with my charges. First and foremost,

Page 12 of 19
PO Box 8667 » Spokane, WA 99203 ¢ Phone (509) 998-6122 e www.abcfoundation.org


http://www.abcfoundation.org/

ABCF MESSENGER

Official Newsletter of the American Boxer Charitable Foundation

the dogs were to always come first, and the condition of the dogs will never lie. And when you take on a dog be
proud to take it and represent the client to the fullest.

As many things happen in life | went to work for UPS after high school and was running my parents boarding
kennel and showing a string of dogs on the weekends. Clients were demanding more of my time and UPS was not
willing to give me the days off to attain this. | went to my father first and then John second for insight, both of
their answers were, it was about time, | was ready, and that was when | went into full time showing and never
looked back. The knowledge that John had, not just for the Boxer but for many breeds, was equal to none. When |
would get a new special in for campaign, | would start conditioning and training and target a show where John
would be to get his approval, which would be a highlight of the dog’s career, and to get his thoughts on making
the dog even better.

When | started my family, after the birth of each of my children John would call and we always made it a point to
go see him and have him meet the kids. John was already moved to the PNW when number three and number
four came, but the power of email and photos came into play. A great treat is we tailgated at a Michigan game
when my son was three months old and John took me aside and said wow, he was there for the passing of my
father and again when my lovely mother passed with only the kindness of words and memories of the time we
had with that smile and laugh. He always had a way of making you feel better about things, nothing more rang
true than when | divorced. The guidance he gave me and the talks at any time | needed him was the greatest. He
said life will only get better you will see. And boy he was right on again! I’'m remarried to a lovely woman that John
gave me the thumbs up on and said not bad for a boy from Michigan, God, | loved when he would say that and
include me as one of the boys from Michigan.

I’'m going to miss getting John’s approval on things, but | know he is resting and is in peace. To his lovely wife and
family members please know that this boy from Michigan has the highest of respect and | live my life in way that
John T. Connolly had the greatest of influence on. John, | will always get those heads up and I will always hold my
head high and be proud to call you my friend and my mentor.

With all my love and respect.

Guy H. Fisher

Back in the early 70’s John handled our specials dog, CH. Karjean’s Premonition (“Butchy”) for my parents Mike
and Carol Nesbitt. | traveled with my mom to the shows, so | saw John on a regular basis. | grew up at dog shows
which meant that | had my own X-pen with toys (totally frowned upon these days), | spent more time with adults
then kids my own age and traveled every weekend from show to show in the back of my parents’ van with my
potty seat in tow (God forbid we should pull over). John and his wife Patsy were two of those adults that | latched
onto. John was quick to play with me when other adults were too busy. He knew exactly how to cheer me up and
get me overly excited to the point that my mother would yell at me to settle down. John was my buddy and |
looked forward to seeing him each weekend.

Being the strong-willed child that | was, there was one weekend where | decided that | no longer wanted to live
with my parents. With my bag of toys in one hand and my potty seat in the other | jumped into the back of John’s
van. | had decided that | was going to live with John and Patsy and leave my own parents far behind. Not sure how
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long | sat in his van that day, but somehow, he convinced me that living with him was not going to be the party
that | had envisioned in my head. | tearfully went back to my mother, knowing that | would be able to see my
buddy again next weekend. Many years have passed since those early days of shows. | have become less active in
the sport but still occasionally pop into a show to catch up with old friends. The last ABC | went to | saw John and
made sure to say hi. He still recognized me, and still had that same devilish grin on his face.

John, | hope that you are having a ball up in heaven. Please be sure to say hi to my mom and give Butchy a big hug.
Oh, and tell my other childhood friend, Ted (Fickes), that | miss all our shenanigans.

We will miss you,

Tiffany Nesbitt-Bruning

The year was 1997, | entered my 17-month-old fawn boy, Conner, now known as CH. Maxl’s Golden Boy, SOM,
LOM, in the Bred By class. John was judging that year and | was just hoping for him to show well and place. Indeed,
he did, he won the class! In we went for Winners Dog, | know the dogs sense the excitement and charge in the
room, and Conner certainly did and rose to the occasion! In the end, John pulled out the Open Fawn dog, handled
by a young guy from Argentina named Diego Garcia, and my home-bred boy and |, for Winners Dog! Eventually
Diego won, and Conner was Reserve, what a thrill it was, still gives me goosebumps just remembering that feeling!
The next month John was judging at a show near me, Conner had just needed one point, we went, and he finished
him.

Many years later, | did a snapshot interview with Dog News and they asked me what my most
memorable/important win was, | went straight to this 1997 Reserve win at ABC! | know most people would
answer that question differently and say maybe their first BIS or Group win, but to me, to be recognized among
the best Boxers competing in the nation was the one, especially since it was under the one and only, John
Connolly! | feel like he gave me the consideration and belief in what | was doing to go forward with my dream, |
will never forget him and his encouragement to me, it meant so much! Rest in peace, John, | know you met up
with so many of your beloved Boxers at the bridge.

Lori McClain Ferguson

John saw me judge when | just started judging. He told me | was a good judge but had the makings of a great
judge. We talked, and he shared some of his illustrious career. | told him my ambition and told me not to give up
and keep my head up. He gave me some advice on how to run my ring. He told me to enjoy myself and do what |
think is right. He also told me never to discuss an exhibitor’s dog with another exhibitor. It will be misquoted and
used against me.

Every time | walk in the ring | remember his words and advice.
Hal Biermann

John Connolly was an incredible human being, who welcomed me and my family with open arms to our first ABC
more than 15 years ago. Mario, my son, and | attended our first specialty in the US and he was judging. We had
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the honor to win that specialty which is one of the most special. | will always remember a great man with an
amazing heart.
Mario Enrique Quiros Fuentes

| first met John when | was 25. | was new to the show world and very into learning how to be a good handler. John
was quite the show man. When he was in the ring it was all business but once we were done he was the first one

to gather people around and talk about dogs or any problems people might have. That included helping and giving
pointers to us newbies. My favorite memory was the cook outs after the show day was over. The stories will never

be forgotten. @

John’s next stage of life brought him to judging. He was the same there. A great judge, always kind and fair, and |
don’t think anyone ever felt they didn’t get a fair look. The dog community has lost an exceptional man. He was
the total package: skill, intelligence and kindness. | for one have lost a very good friend whom | will never forget.
John, may you rest in peace

Chris Baum Fairbank

| have many fond memories of John, from showing to him in the breed ring, to enjoying chatting with him at the
Spokane Boxer Club Specialties, to laughing at his antics and stories at the ABCF Charitable auctions a couple of
years. He also awarded me and my first show dog Best of Breed out of the classes. But my memory that stands out
most is my first Best Junior in Showmanship win under him. | was 17 years old, and it was my 2nd weekend in
Juniors, | was competing in Novice Senior with a Boxer | co-owned named Arrow. John awarded me Best in Junior
Showmanship at the Spokane Kennel Club in 2003 over 120 juniors. I'll never forget this win, | only showed in
juniors for 8 months before | aged out as | joined the sport of dogs late in my teens.

Danielle Keller
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I met John T. Connolly and his late wife, Carole, when | was a shy, awkward 19-year-old, determined to get into
breeding, raising, and showing Boxers. Not only did they allow me to use their dog on my plain fawn bitch (then
persona non- grata in the ring), not once, but three times for the same fee. They became life-long friends and
mentors.

John's strong, determined, ethical personality, his incredible energy and drive, were what drew people to him and
kept them in the fold. He was willing to impart his great store of canine lore and knowledge to anyone who was
smart enough to listen. He was always careful to remain fair and measured in speech. | never really heard him
"bad-mouth" anyone.

His years as a police officer, Dearborn, Michigan Police Chief, and Gibraltar City Manager enabled him to be the
ultimate leader. He was authoritative, but kind. His judging career is how most people now know him. He knew a
good dog with one eye closed. He handled a great many good dogs of different breeds for clients and had
fascinating stories about them. He was from the golden era of showing dogs, back when the game required
wealthy men's money, wealthy women's patronage, and good-sized kennels run by managers that did nothing else
but perfect the craft of being excellent dog men or women. He was able to adjust to changing times, to the hobby
being for every-man/woman... if they were willing to make dog shows their vacations and forego a few meals out
for the expenses. "Kennels" became people's homes; the "managers" became the owners. He and his first wife,
Patsy, owned and showed Capriana Boxers; lovely, typey, showy Boxers of the newer sort. My first Boxer was sired
by Ch. Capriana's Renegade. | was 14, and my "Duke" did not become a show dog, but | was well bitten by the
show and breeding bug.

When my first bitch, out of May-Will breeding sired by a Capriana dog (John had showed for them), was ready to
breed, that was when my direct relationship began with John and Carole. | had fallen in love with Ch. Huffand's
Irish Rebel, aka "Tony", at a dog show. Dove was bred once — nothing. Again — one male puppy. | did not expect
the offer of a third breeding, but | gratefully accepted. This time Dove had a full litter of gorgeous puppies. The
bitch | kept was my first champion, Ch. Huffand's Ruffian of Doveland. For the next ten years, they helped me,
taught me, hauled me around, counseled me. When | went into another breed, Brussels Griffons, John vouched
for me with the breeder we chose. He always cheered me on; was always delighted to see me; as recently as six
months ago when | wrote to him, he remembered everything. | am sure there are countless others who
remember his energy, kindness, vitality, and care for his fellow men and women. Rest well, John. We will miss
you; but you so deserve it.

Jill D. Dennis

My first meeting with John was after he awarded my dog WD/BOW at ABC 1984. As you may know, Shirley DeBoer
handled my dog. They were having photos done and she was impatient with the photographer. They got the dog
set up and then the photographer said, “Hold on, | have to change the film.” Shirley said, in her loud voice, “Take
the f*&king picture before the dog dies of old age!” Well, John just cracked up. | left the room in

embarrassment. John noticed that and sought me out after the photo. He was such a kind man. He had so many
nice things to say about the dog and was very encouraging to this newbie. | showed to him many times over the
years with different dogs and won often and lost occasionally too. | always enjoyed showing to John because |
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knew that when | won | deserved it and when | lost, | deserved that also. His smile and kind words will always be
remembered.
Shirley Bell

My first specialty judging assignment was the Michigan Boxer Club around 1987. John was there and talked to me
about the judging afterwards, and he said, "You have to watch out for movement when the dog moves nicely but
without any drive to it, they just of pitter-patter around the ring." Looking at the catalog later, | saw that one of
entries was named ' ........ Pitter Patter'.

Jason Zurflieh, ABC Lifetime Member

John T Connolly, a Father of the Breed, the greatest Ambassador of the Boxer, and the people who loved and
showed them. He was such a great mentor to all of us. He knew the breed inside and out and there wasn’t a Boxer
he didn’t love!

As a judge John never disappointed! Everyone knew what to bring... a beautiful structured Boxer with a great head
and expression. He never missed. Great ONE when he judged! Honored to call him friend he will so be missed by
me, and all the lives he touched!

Kim Pastella Calvacca

John, the “legend”, the Boxer breeder, handler and AKC judge! Looking back, seems like just yesterday | met John,
in 1980 when Carole Connolly, (his late wife) and Linda Huffman agreed to sell me their pick bitch out of Ch.
Merrilane’s April Fashion, SOM on a co-ownership.

Just a beginner in the breed, through John's guidance and handling tips | was able to finish Am/Can Ch. Huffand’s
Nice N’ Spice owner handled to all her points, culminating in her finishing with a Group 1 for her final points. John
was always full of stories, many funny ones, on his handling experiences and later as a very esteemed AKC judge.

He had such a good eye for a dog and vast knowledge — it was amazing to a newbie in the breed and a true honor
to be mentored by someone who not only helped someone new to the breed, but shared his vast knowledge of
the “great dogs and handlers” in the Boxer breed that | never got to see in the flesh: Ch. Bangaway of Sirrah Crest
& his handler, Nate Levine and Ch. Millan’s Fashion Hint. His “eye” for a dog helped produce so many champions
with the Capriana and Huffand prefixes. John will be sorely missed as a breeder/handler, mentor, judge and most
of all, a dear friend. Rest in peace, John, | will NEVER forget you.

Deborah Marshall
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In the mid 1970’s John Connolly campaigned a specials dog by the name of Ch. Karjeans’s Premonition to the John
number one Boxer in the USA. He was the first handler my mother, Carol Nesbitt, ever hired. We showed in the lot. A
Ohio Valley, Michigan, Indiana region. My mother, baby sister and | traveled with the dog every weekend and met whos
John at the shows. only c

was C

| was a pig-tailed, knee-sock-wearing 11-year-old who enjoyed competing in Juniors. The problem was, | showed  friend
the specials dog, Premonition, usually in the heat of the day around 1 or 2 o’clock. Always before the group. (We  Linda
were new and didn’t know any better but, can you imagine? No wonder the dog’s tongue was hanging out in all

the photos.) John found these circumstances a little problematic, to say the least. This “situation” continued for

months. Early in January the following year, before entries were closing for the ABC National held at the Statler

Hilton in New York City and the Westminster Kennel Club in which | had qualified for the Juniors competition, John
presented me with a bitch for juniors by the name of Ch. Capriana’s Applause. He said, “This is your bitch, you

have to care for her, you can show her in juniors and love her as | loved her, and....... you can no longer show the

special in Juniors.” Applause lived and slept in my bed until her dying day.

My admiration and love for John continued to grow through the years as he instilled in me a practical, common
sense mentality, He modeled a standard of achievement, education, knowledge and support of the Boxer breed
and the American Boxer Club. Not once in that time do | recall John speaking harshly about the specials dog
“situation”. He dealt with the ordeal like the consummate professional that he was, with respect and kindness to
the knee-socked little girl who was just starting her journey in the sport of dogs. Thank you, John-John. God speed

There will simply never be another like him. My thoughts and prayers are with Marlene and his entire family.

Tami Mishler
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CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

There is still time to join for 2018! You can go online to https://www.abcfoundation.org/membership form.html and
complete everything online. You can also complete the form below and mail.

ABCF Annual Support Membership form

1. Select your membership level:

$25

$50 $75 $100 Other

2. Select how you want to receive the ABCF Newsletter:

Online

Via US Mail (There is an additional fee of $10 annually)

Pay by check or money order payable to the American Boxer Charitable Foundation or use MasterCard or Visa to join or
renew your membership. You can also join, renew or pay online via our website.

Amount:

Signature:

Method of payment: Check _ Money Order MasterCard Visa

Account Number:

Name:

Expires: Cvc:

Mailing Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Country:

Phone:

Email:

Complete form and mail to:
American Boxer Charitable Foundation
P.O. Box 8667, Spokane, WA 99203. Phone: (509)-998-6122
Email: treasurer@abcfoundation.org
www.abcfoundation.org
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