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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

With the celebration of The ABCF 20™ anniversary, 2015 proved to have been an
extremely successful year in the fundraising department and funding of research
grants projects. The 2015 auction fund raising yielded income in excess of
$54,000.

| would like to thank all the committee chairs and members for their loyalty,
dedication and continued support to the Foundation’s mission to strive and
succeed, as a premier Foundation for Canine Health Research.

To date the Foundation has funded grants in excess of $1,4000,000.

| am pleased to say that ABCF has embarked on a collaborative research grant
with the Golden Retriever Foundation, and the Portuguese Water Dog
Foundation, in the study of “A Novel Approach for Prevention of Canine
Hermangiosarcoma”. The principal investigator is James F. Modiano, VMD, PhD
of the University of Minnesota. The Foundation has pledged $118,000 for this
grant. The study was initiated in Jan 1, 2016. The AKC/Canine Health Foundation
will monitor the progress of this study.

In addition to Dr. Modiano’s grant, the Foundation is also funding other grants in
progress. “ldentification of Biomarkers and Therapeutic Targets for Canine
Degenerative Myelopathy” Principal investigator is Dr. Joan Coates from the
University of Missouri. ABCF has pledged funding in the amount of $154,077.
This study was initiated Jan 1, 2015.

The Foundation also pledged funding for Dr. Kathryn Meurs grant: “Is
Hypothyroidism a Contributor to the Progression of Arrhythmogenic Right
Ventricular Cardiomyopathy”. This study was initiated Jan 1, 2015. ABCF has
pledged funding in the amount of $50,857. In addition Dr. Meurs is conducting a
study on “A prospective, genetic evaluation of spontaneous chronic epithelial
defects in the Boxer dog utilizing a whole genome sequence approach”. This
study began Jan 2015. ABCF has pledged funding for this grant in the amount of
$68.053.

Other funding was granted to Dr. Andrea Lam DVM from Tufts University for the
study of “Intrralymphatic immunotherapy for the treat of canine atopic
dermatitis”, funding in the amount of $12,113. The study was initiated on July 1,
2015.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT CONTINUED

ABCF has pledged $12,953 for the study of “A pilot clinical trial to test the efficacy of Mesenchymal Stem cells over
expressing 1l-10 to treat Osteoarthritis in elbows of senior dogs.” Principal investigator is Dr. Fernando A Fierro PhD
from the University of California Davis. The study was initiated Oct 1, 2015.

The AKC/ Canine Health Foundation will monitor the progress of these studies. We are grateful to the Canine Health
Foundation for their support in managing the progress of the lead investigators research. Progress reports are expected
from the investigators on a timely basis, before further payments on grants made.

The AKC/Canine Health Foundation has launched a Tick-Bourne Disease Initiative, with all donations matched up to
$250,000, by The American Kennel Club. The CHF will help tackle the growing problem of tick-borne diseases in dogs by
funding research to find new ways to prevent infections, and to recognize, diagnose and treat tick-borne diseases before
they become debilitating or fatal to dogs.

The AKC/Canine Health Foundation has a new president, Dr. Charles Gavin and a new Chief Executive Officer/ and Chief
Scientific Officer, Dr. Diane Brown. The CHF is in good hands with both of these folks heading the Foundation.

Respectfully,
William C. Truesdale, D.V.M.

President

Did you know you can track the progress for the research studied funded by ABCF and mentioned above using the AKC's
CHF website? Go to the Canine Health Foundation Website at http://www.akcchf.org/. To access specific studies like
those mentioned above click research, our research and then research portfolio.

VPN CANINE HEALTH AboutUs  Canine Health  Educational Resources | Research | How to Help | DONATE | ™

FOUNDATION

> R >k t > Research Portfolio Search E

Success Stories

Research Portfolio

Funded Research We in you to learn about the Foundation's research grants. The search feature and the table below represent the
search portfolio. You may search the complete list of grants by status (open or dosed), health

Measuring Research
Productivity

Participation Needed
Application Process

Research Priorities

Grant Review
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FROM THE TREASURER

Members are critical to the ongoing success of any organization. Your annual membership, the annual auction and other
fundraising activities provide the financial support for ongoing research grants.

Income:

e Membership dues -- $14,275

e ABC-- 55,000

e Top Twenty -- $5,000

e Auction plus other fundraising at the ABC -- $49,166

e Endowments, Memorials, Kudos, Calendar, Milwaukee Raffle -- $33,774

In the last five years, we have supported grants totaling $347,579. The 2015 grants of $91,239 were for the following:

e Hemangiosarcoma- 3 year commitment - $46,000 paid in 2015, $36,000 due 2016 and $36,000 pledged for 2017.
e Cancer vaccine for canine osteosarcoma

e Capturing tumor cells in canine blood

e Immunotherapy for the treatment of canine atopic dermatitis

e Efficacy of mesenchymal stem cells to treat osteoarthritis in elbows of senior dogs

We thank all members who went above and beyond in participating in independent fundraising events, raffles at shows,
club activities, calendar sales and this year’s dunk tank event.

Respectfully,

Joyce Baker-Brown

Treasurer
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. Welcome to the newest edition of the newsletter! My goal as the new editor is to bring everyone
(/ & timely information about the research ABCF is helping to fund and spotlight the fabulous people
: : and events!

From the I:E;ditor
If you have thoughts on what you would like to see in the newsletter please feel free to drop me a note. | want the
newsletter to be entertaining, information and fun. If you attend events that support ABCF please take pictures and
send them my way! You can email me at ericbeckygilchrist@gmail.com.

For the next edition | would like to spotlight those involved in current research projects. If you are involved in research
please send me an email so | can talk to you more about the process and your experiences
(ericbeckygilchrist@gmail.com).

I am looking forward to working with everyone and providing you the latest information on what is happening in the
world of ABCF!

Rebecca Gilchrist
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food, oil, sugar and eggs. Slowly add milk until mix reaches batter

consistency. Pour in greased 9x13 pan and bake for 35 minutes. Cool.
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Research Updates- Your ABCF Dollars at work!

Update on the Shine-On Research Project: A Novel Approach for Prevention of Canine

Hemangiosarcoma

By Jaime F. Modiano, VMD, PhD (Principal Investigator)

The Shine-On research project represents an unprecedented effort to use prevention as a way to
reduce the suffering and mortality caused by canine hemangiosarcoma. The project will proceed in three phases, and we
are currently working on Phase I. Our objective for this phase is to optimize the detection of hemangiosarcoma cells in
the blood.

We have enrolled 25 dogs into the study so far.

Seventeen were healthy controls with no evidence of disease. The dogs in this group are meant to help us
understand what a true negative result should look like on the test.

Three had a diagnosis of cancer; one had hemangiosarcoma, one had lymphoma, and one had osteosarcoma.
The dogs with different cancers will let us determine the specificity of the test. In other words, we need to be
sure whether the cells we detect in the circulation are only present in dogs with hemangiosarcoma, or if similar
cells are present in the blood of dogs with other cancers. This will allow us to interpret positive results as
indicative of hemangiosarcoma and not “any” tumor.

Two dogs had non-cancer disease of the spleen. If all goes as planned, the dogs in this group will help us to
determine the sensitivity of the test. That is, they will confirm that the disease is not there when the test results
are negative.

The other three dogs were just enrolled and so their final diagnosis and their assignment to the proper group
are pending.

Because this initial phase requires carefully controlled conditions, only dogs that are seen at the Veterinary Medical
Center at the University of Minnesota are eligible to participate. The dogs with hemangiosarcoma enrolled in phase | will
be followed for the duration of the study for phase Il. If our progress continues as anticipated we expect to be able to
open recruitment for nationwide participation shortly after Phase | is completed in the next 12-15 months. We're
looking forward to sharing details of our progress with our friends in the Boxer community at the 2017 National
Specialty Show.
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Update on DM research

By Dr. Joan Coates DVM, University of Missouri

In collaborations with the Broad Institute at MIT/Harvard University, we recently
published an article in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Science, U.S.A.
[Ilvansson EL, Megquier K, Kozyrev SV, Muren E, Baranowska-Korberg I, Sofford R,
Koltookian M, Tonomura N, Zeng R, Kolicheski AL, Hansen L, Katz ML, Johnson GC,
Johnson GS, Coates JR, Lindblad-Toh K. Variants within the SP110 nuclear body protein
modify risk of canine degenerative myelopathy; Proceedings National Academy of
Sciences U.S.A. Published May 9, 2016)] documenting a genetic modifying effect on age
of onset of DM in Pembroke Welsh Corgis that have tested AT RISK by the SOD1 mutation test. The new genetic
modifier is a variant of a different gene called SP110. Pembroke Welsh Corgis that test AT RISK by the SOD1 mutation
test and also carry the SP110 risk variant are likely to develop DM at an earlier age; whereas, Pembroke Welsh Corgis
that test AT RISK by the SOD1 mutation test but do not carry the SP110 risk variant are more likely to die from other
causes before they develop DM. We also evaluated the SP110 risk variant in the Boxers; however, almost all Boxers carry
the SP110 risk variant, so the risk effect could not be assessed. So far, we only have reliable data on SP110 for
Pembroke Welsh Corgis. For other breeds, more information is needed. This research was funded in parts by the AKC
Canine Health Foundation and the American Boxer Charitable Foundation.

We have a clinical trial ongoing that is open to all breeds/dogs with early signs of degenerative myelopathy. The
purpose of this study is to evaluate a promising new drug as a treatment for DM with hopes to slow disease

progression. Dogs diagnosed early in the disease process of DM will be administered an antisense oligonucleotide (ASO)
that will repress (‘knock down’) the production of the protein, superoxide dismutase 1 (SOD1). The ASO has been tested
in a preclinical setting for safety in dogs. The drug will be injected into the spinal fluid at the low lumbar region of the
spinal cord. The study will be randomized and double blinded; meaning the investigator and the pet owner will not
know whether the dog receives the drug. Eight dogs will receive the drug and 4 dogs will receive only the vehicle. Based
on the randomization design, the participant dog has a 67% chance of receiving the therapy
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Looking for Boxers to participate in the following research study:

Clinical Trial for DM affected dogs
Contact Dr. Coates (coatesj@missouri.edu; 573-882-7821)

The purpose of this study is to evaluate a promising new drug as a treatment for DM with hopes to slow disease progression. Dogs
will be administered an antisense oligonucleotide (ASO) that will repress the production of the protein, superoxide dismutase 1
(SOD1). The ASO has been tested in a preclinical setting for safety in dogs. The drug will be injected into the spinal fluid at the low
lumbar region of the spinal cord. The study will be randomized and double blinded; meaning the investigator and the pet owner
will not know whether the dog receives the drug. Eight dogs will receive the drug and 4 dogs will receive the vehicle. Based on
the randomization design, your dog has a 67% chance of receiving the therapy.

We will monitor clinical disease progression and evaluate cerebrospinal fluid, brain MRI and muscle and nerve function. These
techniques have been used extensively on ALS patients in order to monitor and predict disease progression. We would like to use
these same techniques on DM-affected dogs for monitoring disease progression and to evaluate for efficacy of the therapeutic.

INCLUSION CRITERIA BELOW MUST BE MET TO BE CONSIDERED FOR STUDY

History
Slowly progressive loss of coordination over 1-3 months, no signs of waxing or waning, and the owners do not perceive their dog to
be in discomfort

Neurologic examination
EARLY DISEASE: Progressive asymmetric general proprioceptive ataxia that is considered mild.

Breeds Included

e Boxers approximately 9 years of age or older at the time of initial examination

e Pembroke Welsh Corgis approximately 10-11 years of age at the time of initial examination
e Other breeds older than age of 9 years old at the time of initial examination

Diagnostic Testing (Performed by a board-certified veterinary neurologist: www.acvim.org)
o No significant abnormalities on bloodwork, thoracic radiographs and abdominal ultrasound
e Genetic testing results for SOD1:c.118A mutant homozygotes (A/A — AT RISK)

e Normal entire spinal cord MRI (cervical, thoracic, lumbar, sacral)

Normal CSF analysis

Normal electrodiagnostic testing results

Treatments and Follow-up Testing

An informed consent will be signed by the owner and Dr. Coates. The owner must be compliant and return to the MU VMTH once a
month for repeat injections of the drug (under anesthesia) into the spinal fluid. Follow up electrodiagnostic testing and MRI (at MU
VHC) will overlap with the treatment every 3 months.

Necropsy Confirmation
Following death or at time of euthanasia, the dog will need to be brought to MU VMTH for necropsy. A histopathologic confirmation
of DM is required.

THE CANDIDATE DOG MUST BE ABLE TO COME TO THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI FOR TREATMENTS, FOLLOW UP TESTING (AT
EVERY THREE MONTHS) AND AT THE TIME OF EUTHANASIA. It is easiest if you are within driving distance. If the first few
treatments are without complications, it is possible that a board-certified veterinary neurologist nearer in location will also be
able to assist with therapy administration.
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ABCF Fun at Boxer Nationals May 2016

If you missed the fun at the 2016 Annual Auction held during the week of the ABC National or missed the infamous dunk
tank we have some photos from the events. Big thank you to everyone who helped plan the event and everyone who
participated!!! Start planning those fabulous auction donations for 2017!!

g &
3P %

Dunk Tank Photos:
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Photo of the raffle for ABCF held at the ABC Agility trials. The raffle and obedience baskets earned $1723 for ABCF!!
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Spotlight on ABCF Heroes

Every Foundation has special people that go above and beyond to help the organization and find
creative ways to support the cause. Today we spotlight Teri Underhill. For the last 3 years Teri has
organized a raffle at the Boxer Club of Milwaukee specialty shows that benefits ABCF.

Teri works to collect donations for the raffle and the raffle has many fabulous items such as cool coats, dog food, dog
beds, boxer jewelry, artwork, handmade collars, gift certificates, Danny Quest boxer statues and many other fabulous
items. Teri sets up the raffle, sells tickets and distributes the items to the raffle winners. We talked to Teri about her
fundraiser.

What made you decide to do this fundraiser for ABCF? “| started the fundraiser for ABCF 3 years ago due to the
important mission and goals of the ABCF which dedicates itself through the passion of their volunteers. ABCF can only
help fund research by the help and generosity of those that are willing to help through donations, annual memberships
and fundraisers through events such as raffles. Also, after meeting the Director/Treasurer of ABCF, Joyce Baker Brown,
we have become such great friends and there is nothing | would not do to help her in her quest for the organization she
lives for. She has been a true inspiration.”

How did you go about collecting all the donations? “I start the first of the year mailing over 50 letters to vendors that
sell dig related toys, services, supplies, etc. as well as asking for donations at vendors at Dog shows and Pet Expos. My
moto is..."the worse they can say is no. But if you never ask, the answer will always be no. | also ask family, friends, club
members and people in the Boxer community that make specialty items. | also purchase (or win at other raffles) many
things myself through the out the year.”

How much money has the raffle raised for ABCF? “For the last 3 years, | have averaged $1,600 each year (nearly $5,000
total!). This is a one day raffle held on the day of our SPECIALTIES (Boxer Club of Milwaukee which is held the last Friday
in July at Waukesha expo center in Waukesha, WI). The support from the Boxer community always astounds me. They
are a community that can always be counted on to pull for the breed we all love.”

What can you say to those thinking about organizing a fund raiser effort for ABCF? “It may take a lot of time, effort and
planning. But the results that come from the hard work are amazing when you know that you were part of something
that is so important as the breed that gives us so much. One look into your boxers eyes...and you'll know why it was

I/I

worth it!

If you are interested in a fundraiser for ABCF contact info@abcfoundation.org and ABCF will assist in any way possible!

Thank you to all those boxer lovers out there that spend their time and energy raising money for ABCF!!
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Ways to donate to ABCF

. If you are not an ABCF member you can easily sign up at our website. You can sign up online
4 or print out a paper form:

http://www.abcfoundation.org/membership form.html

The Memorial wall is a great to honor those boxers we have lost. This is a great way to
memorialize that special boxer or make a donation for a friend that experienced a loss. You
can donate online or print out a form to mail at http://www.abcfoundation.org/ABCF-
Online-Wall/wall-gift.html

or the Dogs We Have Lost

Gone, But Never forgolten

Kudos corner is a great way to celebrate accomplishments by giving back to the breed.
Celebrate that new litter, new champion or new performance titles!
http://www.abcfoundation.org/KudosCorner/index.html

oLorner

If you don’t want to donate online you can donate via USPS Mail: Complete the attached form and ‘l‘
mail to ABCF: ABCF P OBox 1607 Mt Dora, FL 32756 1“1 5

Donation Amount:

Method of Payment: Check _ Money Order __ MasterCard/ Visa

If credit card: Credit Card account number Expiration
Credit Card Signature: CVC:

Name:

Address:

City/ State/ Zip:

Email: Phone:
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