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From the editor:  
Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays from the ABCF to all our wonderful 
members and Boxer lovers everywhere! 
 
In this issue, we're featuring “Just a Boxer,” a lovely memorial to “Annie” 
inspired by Bette Jo Nunn's addition of her beloved pet to the Memorial 
Wall. If you'd like to publish a tribute to YOUR special Memorial Wall 
Boxer in a future issue, just contact me at vzboxers@aol.com.  
 
In addition to being a great way to support the foundation and memorialize 
a departed companion, the Memorial Wall is providing Vera Kollar with 
the information to create some fascinating statistical graphs of age and 
cause of death, which she has contributed to this issue. (Note that cancer is 
far and away the leading cause of death in our breed, with heart disease in 
second place.) Thank you, Vera! And Boxer lovers, please consider adding 
YOUR  Boxers' information to the ABCF Memorial Wall so Vera can 
continue to update these statistics! 
 
Also in this issue, Dr Bruce Cattanach, UK geneticist and Boxer breeder 
(Steynmere) has contributed a crystal clear explanation of the genetic 
difference between DM “At Risk” and “Affected.” Please consider taking 
Bruce up on his suggestion that each of us start to keep track of our own 
“At Risk” dogs and bitches to see how many of them actually do become 
“Affected” (or NOT) late in their lives. Remember that even the researchers 
who developed the genetic test for DM do not have any statistics on that 
issue at this time. 
 
As always, we welcome your comments and suggestions. 
Virginia Zurflieh, editor 
vzboxers@aol.com 

JUST A BOXER 
 
Today, March 22, 2008, early in the wee hours of the morning, we said 
good-bye to our sweet Annie. Annie came into our lives a mere six weeks 
after she was born, March 5, 1999. Yes, I bought her from a newspaper ad 
before I knew about pedigrees, health testing or showing, but Annie was a 
once in a lifetime companion nonetheless.  
 
This evening Annie went outside to go potty with the rest of the gang 
and then I crated the young ones while she curled up on her dog bed 
waiting for me to take her to our room as she did every night. I 
played around on the computer till 12:30,  and then went to go get 
Annie to go to bed. But she couldn't get up. I immediately checked  

 



her gums and they were white and her paws were already getting cold. I ran to get my husband, and we 
sat with Annie and held her, telling her how much we loved her as she slipped away.  
 
Annie wasn't much to look at, but she was all Boxer. We would critique our old Annie – yes, she was 
pigeon-toed, roach-backed, had a low tailset, too deep a brisket, a ski-jump nose and narrow muzzle, but a 
more beloved dog will never be found. I remember taking Annie to the Mt. Palomar KC show last 
August. The AKC representative came by and placed a sweet pat on her head. The ring steward said they 
needed a class for "the most loved dog," and the judge came out after the judging and patted her. No, she 
wasn't a show dog and wasn't supposed to be there, but no show official cared. She loved going to dog 
shows, where all the handlers would give her bait – her favorite thing in the whole world.  
 
Annie is still here with me, in her little box. I still miss her deeply and those who knew “Annie-Bananie” 
all loved her too. Sweet dreams, my sweet Annie, Mama will always love you.... 

 
 
B. J. Nunn 
Hi Jinx Boxers 
www.hijinxboxers.com 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
DM: "At Risk" versus "Affected" 

Dr Bruce M Cattanach 
Steynmere Boxers, UK 

 
After reading numerous posts on the subject of DM, specifically those questioning the meaning of “At 
Risk” versus “Affected,” I'd like to add a genetic perspective to the issue.  In my opinion as a geneticist, 
the problem lies with the overlay of vet interpretation that has been added to the genetic situation. 
 
The genetic test for DM distinguishes: 

 dogs with two doses of the normal gene (+/+), 
 dogs with one normal gene and one DM gene (+/dm), the heterozygotes or carriers, 
 and dogs with two doses of the DM gene (dm/dm), the homozygotes. 

 
The test result does NOT tell us whether a dog actually WILL develop DM or not. 
 
 The concern centers around the homozygote. Here we have the problem of low penetrance, just as with 



ARVC. The dog may have the genetic make-up to develop the disease, dm/dm, but may not develop the 
disease. Some dm homozygotes develop the clinical effects of DM at 7, some at 8, 9,10, 11, 12, etc. Some 
may not live long enough to develop the disease, or, for as yet unrecognized genetic or other reasons, 
never would. 
 
But all these dogs are genetically homozygous dm/dm and, as the disease only develops late in life, they 
have the veterinary embellishment of "At Risk" appended, and they remain so until they MAY ever 
actually become "Affected." So, all dm/dm homozygous puppies would be described by vets as "At Risk" 
and would only be described as "Affected" whenever they may actually develop the disease. 
 
"At Risk" and "Affected" dogs are therefore genetically the same; both are homozygotes and both will 
transmit a dm allele to each of their progeny. 
 
It would be extremely useful to breeders if the penetrance – the frequency of dm homozygotes that 
develop the disease – were known. I hope someone is collating information on the fate of dm 
homozygotes – obviously the older ones will give you answers more quickly – so  we can learn the 
frequency of those becoming "Affected" at 7, 8, 9, etc., years of age. 
 
[I use the term, dogs, to signify both dogs and bitches and apply mouse genetics nomenclature. Thus, DM 
represents the disease/gene; dm represents the recessive gene; and + represents the normal dominant form 
of dm.] 
 
Bruce Cattanach 
Email: bcattanach@steynmere.freeserve.co.uk 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 



         What Happens When You Are Gone………..? 
 
I’m going to ask you to stop and think how much of a difference your Boxers 
have made in your life. Think of the laughter, unconditional love and pride we 
have had in each of them.  Most of us have had them in our lives for many 
years and wouldn’t give any of those years up for anything. 
 
But, how many of us have remembered our beloved Boxers in our Wills?  
These wonderful dogs that are a part of our lives and our families…what 

happens when we die? Is someone else going to care as much about the future of this breed as you do? 
Will they support the Foundation the way that you do?  What will happen when you are no longer here to 
provide support for the wellbeing of the breed that has given you so much during your lifetime? What will 
happen to the items you MEANT to leave to the Foundation but just haven’t gotten around to?   
 
This is a case where “size doesn’t matter!”  You don’t have to be rich to leave something to the 
Endowment. You may simply want to leave your memorabilia.  I always hate when I hear that a Boxer 
lover has had all of their memorabilia end up on eBay or at Goodwill simply because the family didn’t 
know what to do with it.   And, let’s face it--in many cases, our families are not as enamored with our 
collections as we are. Let’s be sure that our treasures continue to work for our Boxers when we can’t. 
 
By mentioning the ABCF Boxer Legacy Fund in your Will, you will be assured that when you die, 
something will go to the Fund to provide health research funding for our Boxers in perpetuity. Any 
amount left to the Fund will be placed in the Endowment and the principal will never be spent. Only a 
portion of the income will ever be spent, thereby ensuring perpetuity of the support for our beloved breed. 
And remember, when the Foundation funds research grants, the AKC Canine Health Foundation matches 
that money.  What a wonderful legacy to leave for our Boxers. 
 
 
Some may want to leave cash, a percentage of their estate, a retirement fund, life insurance or stock to the 
Fund. Any of these are wonderful ways to keep giving to the breed that has given us their all. 
 
It’s very simple to make provisions in your Will for the Foundation.  You just need to be sure that your 
attorney has the following information: 
 

American Boxer Charitable Foundation 
Boxer Legacy Fund 

PO Box 8667 
Spokane, WA  99203 

Information - Sharon Fosseen  509 998-6122 
 

Tax number ABCF TAX ID 91-1166044       EIN 38-3233119 
 
Some who have already made provisions in their Wills for the Boxer Legacy Fund are: 
Joyce Baker Brown,  Susan Bell, John Connolly, Sharon Fosseen, Wendy Morawski, Audrey Schnell,  
Dr. and Mrs. William Truesdale, Estate of Dr.Wendy Wallner 
 
If you have mentioned the American Boxer Charitable Foundation Endowment in your Will, please let me 
know so I can add your name to this list.  If not, please consider The ABCF Boxer Legacy Endowment.  
Sharon Fosseen  509 998-6122 or email at hiview@mindspring.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


